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everything is dangerous 

My point is not that everything is bad, but that everything is                     
dangerous, which is not exactly the same as bad.  
If everything is dangerous, then we always have something to do.  
So my position leads not to apathy but to a hyper- and pessimistic 
activism. I think that the ethico-political choice we have to make every 
day is to determine which is the main danger. 
“On the Genealogy of Ethics: An Overview of Work in Progress.” Afterword, in Hubert L. Dreyfus and Paul Rabinow, Michel 
Foucault: Beyond Structuralism and Hermeneutics, 2nd ed. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. (1983) 



What Boundaries are we pushing? 

Assumptions:  
• We are all active in the Reconciliation Space in your own services and 

settings.    
• This looks different for each of us. 
• We have reached a place where transformational questions of 

meaning, justice and equality have replaced one off actions.  
• We are asking ourselves questions where we go next, with whom, 

how and when?   
  



Pushing our own Boundaries 

A proposition:  
A commitment to Reconciliation that starts with incorporation into daily 
pedagogical practice eventually invites us to reflect deeply about matters of 
justice and equality and the need for activism that challenges the status quo.   
We all need to consider where this work now takes us.    
Actions in this space invite deep reflection about our own motivations and 
the mandate we have.   
Leading to questions about whose work are we doing? For what purpose?  
And who is doing the heavy lifting of Reconciliation? 
  



Advocacy to Activism  In my view, activism is not about 
entrusting others to carry out the 
“work on the streets” or “in the 
field” while remaining 
comfortably in the classroom.  
Activism is about working with 
others in your profession, in your 
local organizations, in your local 
hangouts, and in every other 
function in every conceivable 
form for a cause or agenda.   
 
The Georgia Social Studies Journal Winter 2013, Volume 3, Number 1, pp. 16-21 
Georgia Council for the Social Studies  Educators as activists: Managing 
perceptions, commitments, and the space between Nicholas V. Arzillo Winston-
Salem/Forsyth County Schools, North Carolina 

 

Early Childhood Advocacy is about making 
changes – changes to improve the lives of 
young children and their families and the 
status of those who work so hard to teach 
and care for them.  It is about convictions 
and compassion, empowerment and 
energy, courage and consensus.   
Goffin and Lombadi 1988 

Thus, to be effective with one's advocacy, 
there is a balancing act that begins with 
self but has a public face 
(Ebbeck & Waniganayake, 2003; Waniganayake et al., 2012;                                     
Woodrow & Busch, 2008). Pp153 
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A Framework for 
taking your 
Reconciliation 
activism to the 
next level.   



“Peace is not just about the absence of conflict; it’s also about the 
presence of justice.  
A counterfeit peace exists when people are pacified or distracted or so 
beat up and tired of fighting that all seems calm. But true peace does 
not exist until there is justice, restoration, forgiveness.  
Peacemaking doesn’t mean passivity. It is the act of interrupting 
injustice without mirroring injustice, the act of disarming evil without 
destroying the evildoer, the act of finding a third way that is neither 
fight nor flight but the careful, arduous pursuit of reconciliation and 
justice.  
It is about a revolution of love that is big enough to set both the 
oppressed and the oppressors free.” 
Shane Claiborne, Common Prayer: A Liturgy for Ordinary Radicals  
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