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Van Diemen’s Land/ Tasmania/ 

lutruwita – sharing the journey



lutruwita

Tasmania

narnu-yuwa

I bring greetings from my 

ancestors the yanyuwa and  

gunggalida peoples. I bring 

their spirits with me
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Life in Tasmania

Common knowledge:

- No Aborigines in 

Tasmania

- All wiped out

- Truganini (also known 

as Lallah Rooke 1812 -

1876) ‘the last of her 

people’

- Denial of their existence

My Experience:

– Meeting families with Tasmanian 

Aboriginal connections

– Smithton High School (1967 & 68)

– Launceston College (1969 & 70)

– Learning her story:

– A thriving resilient people, strong in 

culture and identity.
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1970’s – the rise of activism
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Tasmania 1970’s 

– In the early 1970’s the 

Tasmanian Aboriginal 

Information Service was 

established later became the 

Tasmanian Aboriginal Centre  

– For the first time Aboriginal 

people could access legal 

representation and had a voice 

to lobby the authorities to 

recognise and address the 

needs of Aboriginal people in 

Tasmania.
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This was the self –

determination and self-

management policy 

period.

This is still the 

aspiration today.



1980’s

– The 1989 AEP articulates 21 

goals addressing: Involvement 

of Aboriginal people in 

educational decision making; 

Equality of access to 

educational services; Equity of 

educational participation; and 

Equitable and appropriate 

educational outcomes. 

– During the 1980’s The 

Tasmanian Government 

denied the existence of 

Tasmanian Aboriginal people.
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National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander and 

Torres Strait Islander Education Policy (AEP)



1990’s

1991: RCIADIC Report & CAR –

‘A united Australia which respects this land 

of ours; values the Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait islander heritage and provides justice 

and equity for all.’

1992 : Mabo - recognition of Native Title & 

The Redfern Speech

1995 : Return of Land in Tasmania & 

Australian Parliament recognised the flags.

1996: First National Reconciliation Week

1997: Apology for removal of children

1996-2002 : National Strategy for Education 

of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

Peoples
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2000’s
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2008

Council of Australian Governments (COAG)

– Agreed to six ambitious targets 

to address the disadvantage 

faced by Indigenous Australians 

in life expectancy, child 

mortality, education and 

employment.

1. Close the gap in life expectancy 

within a generation (by 2031);

2. Halve the gap in mortality rates 

for Indigenous children under five 

by 2018;

3. Ensure access to early 

childhood education for all 

Indigenous four year olds in 

remote communities by 2013;

4. Halve the gap in reading, writing 

and numeracy achievements for 

children by 2018;

5. Halve the gap for Indigenous 

students in Year 12 (or equivalent) 

attainment rates by 2020; and

6. Halve the gap in employment 

outcomes between Indigenous and 

other Australians by 2018



2000’s

HTTPS://CDN.CFR.ORG/SITES/DEFAULT/FILES/STYLES/LARGE_M_2X_630/PUBLIC/IMAGE/2022/07/T
L_2000_SYDNEY.JPG.WEBP 11

- Sydney Olympics protest

- Redfern Tent Embassy 

protest against development of 

The Block

- Recognition for Indigenous 

Australians
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Revival of language - palawa kani
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palawa_kani

Aboriginal place names: lutruwita = 

Tasmania

Mt Wellington – kunanyi (ku nah nyee)

Oyster Cove – putalina (pu tah lee nah)

Great Lake – yingina (yeeng ee nah)

Tamar River – kanamaluka (kah nah mah lu kah)

The Tarkine – takayna (tah kie nah)

Risdon Cove – piyura kitina (pi ura ki tina)

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palawa_kani


https://www.aitsl.edu.au/

AUSTRALIAN PROFESSIONAL 

STANDARDS FOR  GRADUATE 

TEACHERS
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1.4 Strategies for teaching Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander students 

Demonstrate broad knowledge and 

understanding of the impact of culture, 

cultural identity and linguistic 

background on the education of students 

from Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

backgrounds.

2.4 Understand and respect Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander people to 

promote reconciliation between 

Indigenous and non-Indigenous 

Australians 

Demonstrate broad knowledge of, 

understanding of and respect for 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

histories, cultures and languages.

Photo: Early Years Learning Framework in Action p 27

Photo: Early Years Learning Framework in Action p 27

https://www.aitsl.edu.au/


Important events on the reconciliation path 

2012 : The Expert Panel on Constitutional Recognition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander peoples delivered its findings. Recognise, the campaign to recognise 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples in the Constitution, began.

2016 : The first State of Reconciliation in Australia report published.

2017 : The Uluru Statement From the Heart released. 

The Turnbull Government rejected the Uluru Statement from the Heart.               

The Recognise campaign disbanded, Federal Government funding ceased.

2018 : Victoria first state to pass Treaty legislation, the Advancing the Treaty                    

Process with Aboriginal Victorians Act 2018 (VIC).

2020 : Thousands of Australians attend Black Lives Matter marches across the 

country to protest Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander deaths in custody and 

high rates of incarceration of First Nations peoples. 
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Signs of 
recognition & 
reconciliation 
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October 2016: ABORIGINAL 

Tasmanians officially 

recognised as the state’s 

first people.

Gov. Kate Warner & Elder Aunty Patsy

Private Land Bequests 2019

May 2012 : Land Transfer 



2019 & 2020
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2020 new Closing the Gap Targets 

1. Everyone enjoys long healthy lives

2. Children are born healthy and strong

3. Children are engaged in high quality, 
culturally appropriate early childhood 
education in their early years

4. Children thrive in their early years

5. Students achieve their full potential

6. Students reach their full potential 
through further education

7. Youth are engaged in employment of 
education

8. Strong economic participation and 
development of people and 
communities

9. People can secure appropriate, 
affordable housing aligned with their 
priorities and need.

10. Adults are not overrepresented in the    

criminal system

11. Young people are not overrepresented 

in the criminal justice system

12.Children are not over represented in 

the child protection system

13.  Families and households are safe

14.  People enjoy high levels of social and  

emotional wellbeing

15. People maintain a distinctive cultural,   

spiritual, physical and economic  

relationship with their land and waters 

16. Cultures and languages are strong,  

supported and flourishing

17. People have access to information and  

services enabling participation in  

informed decision-making regarding 

their own lives.

HTTPS://WWW.CLOSINGTHEGAP.GOV.AU/NATIONAL-AGREEMENT/TARGETS

https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement/targets


Apologies 2021
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lutruwita
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Kaurna country
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Our Vision
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Guided by 5 pillars of 

Reconciliation: 

• Race Relations

• Equality & Equity

• Institutional Integrity

• Unity & Historical 

Acceptance

VOICE, TRUTH & TREATY

A Tasmania where 

we work to close the 

gap and embrace 

First Nations history 
and culture.

https://rectas.com.au



Key Education Activities: Bringing all Tasmanians together

towards a more unified future.

YOUTH SPEAKOUT

RECONCILIATION 

COLLECTIVE (42)

A network of community & 

business partners who work 

together to support each other’s 

reconciliation journey. 
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https://www.narragunnawali.org.au/curriculum-resources

https://www.narragunnawali.org.au/curriculum-resources


Some Important dates:

26 January : Survival Day

13 February : National Apology Day

16 March : National Close the Gap Day

21 March : Harmony Day

26 May : National Sorry Day

27 May – 3 June : National Reconciliation Week

4 – 11 July : National NAIDOC Week

4 Aug : National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children’s Day

9 Aug : World Indigenous Peoples Day

How will your workplace or early learning centre acknowledge these days?
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Voice to Truth series

Explore the Voice to Parliament 

Referendum at these free events online 

and at the Sir Stanley Burbury Lecture 

Theatre, Sandy Bay campus from 6 to 7-

30pm.

1. Voice to Truth: A voice for Generations

: 26 July

2. Voice to Truth: Journey to the 

Referendum : 31 August

3. Voice to Truth: Hope or hype : 25 

September
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Why truth-telling matters

– Courts and policymakers are still making decisions about the lives of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples without full knowledge of 
Indigenous histories and how they continue to affect people today.

– The Voice to Parliament – and the broader goals sought under the Uluru 
Statement from the Heart – offers Australia a chance to confront its 
history and construct a more inclusive future.

https://www.reconciliation.org.au/reconciliation/support-a-voice-to-parliament/
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https://www.reconciliation.org.au/reconciliation/support-a-voice-to-parliament/
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Leave you with one thought – we want to 

be part of a flowing stream of change.


