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Our vision is for a just, equitable 
and reconciled Australia. 

Established in 2001

We are an independent not-for profit organisation, the lead body for 
reconciliation in Australia.

Our purpose is to inspire and enable all Australians to contribute to the 
reconciliation of the nation.
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Mparntwe Education Declaration

Goal 2

“Australian Governments commit to working in

collaboration with the education community to

support all young Australians to become...active

and informed members of the community...who

possess the knowledge, skills and

understanding to contribute to, and benefit from,

reconciliation between Aboriginal and Torres

Strait Islander peoples and non-Indigenous
Australians”.
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They lead an inclusive 

curriculum and school 

culture that promotes 

understanding of and 

respect for Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander 

histories, cultures and 

languages

They identify and 

implement strategies to 

meet the diverse needs of 

students and their 

families… They understand 

the strengths and needs of 

their communities, 

promoting high 

expectations and 

achievement for all. 

They establish innovative 

processes to gather regular 

feedback from families and 

the local community that is 

systematically used to 

review school practices  

and inform decision-

making.

Increasing proficiency

They develop a mutually 

supportive, collaborative and 

trusting relationship with the 

community to ensure 

engagement in the life of the 

school. 

Professional Practice 5. Engaging  and working with the community

Principals embrace inclusion … They create an ethos of respect … They promote sound lifelong learning …They 

recognise the multicultural nature of Australia’s people. They foster understanding and reconciliation with 

Indigenous cultures. 

Australian Professional Standards for Principals





VISION

Early Years Learning Framework 2.0

PRINCIPLES

PRACTICES

LEARNING 

OUTCOMES

Principle
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander perspectives

VISION

All children engage in learning that promotes 
confident and creative individuals and 

successful lifelong learners. All children are 
active and informed members of their 

communities with knowledge of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander perspectives.
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What is a RAP page

• PLAY FILM





Developing a RAP 

Refresh 

annually













This Collaborate research summary explores the:

• findings from the ANU’s evaluation of Narragunnawali

• supports available to teachers and school leaders to help them develop 

culturally responsive teaching practices and engage meaningfully with 

reconciliation alongside their students.

• benefits of reconciliation activities for students, teachers and other staff, 

school communities, and the broader community.

• the significant role early learning services, schools and the education 

sector more broadly will continue to play in progressing reconciliation into the 

future.



Analysis of data from the Longitudinal Study of Indigenous 

Children (LSIC), showed that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

children who attended a school where their parent or carer knew 

the school had a RAP:

• were less likely to report that the children in their care did

not want to go to school;

• were more likely to think that the school understands the

needs of Indigenous students;

• and, were more likely to think the school is good for them.



Program Engagement

• ~11,000 schools and early learning 
services have registered to develop a 
Narragunnawali RAP (40% of all 
Australian schools and early services)

• ~2,000 of these currently have a 
published RAP

• There are over 150,000 registered 
Narragunnawali platform Users





Narragunnawali 

Facebook Group

Learning Circles 

(published RAPs)





Australian

Reconciliation 

Network



Developing a RAP 
What next?

Sign-up to the 

Narragunnawali platform

Engage in ongoing 

professional learning

Start or refresh your 

Reconciliation 

Action Plan



St Virgil’s College 
Early Years 
Connections to 
Country

“Embedding Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander knowledges 

and perspectives encourages 

openness to diverse perspectives, 

enhances all children’s experiences 

and assists in the authentic 

advancement of Reconciliation.”

(Early Years Learning Framework 

for Australia 2022-V2.0)



“For in all the arteries, and 
all of the veins, I am the 
flow of life...

Where new growth needs 
me, yet I journey in the 
world, around and on this 
place, as the passenger in 
clouds, until I form in rain, 
or sleet, or snow, for the 
sun to create me again… 
as water.”

Uncle Jimmy Everett



Our Reconciliation Action Plan
Our Reconciliation Action Plan helps us to create a meaningful and authentic place of learning and

un-learning that can amplify the voices of our First Nations students and families and enable all of us to 

engage in helping to heal our historical wrongs and care for the unique Country surrounding us.



The tunapri makuminya Project

Initially Jamie was commissioned by the College to create a biocultural survey of the Austins Ferry campus, 
one in which we hoped to identify every plant species on the campus which was of cultural significance to 
Tasmanian Aboriginal people. However, the final project was much larger and came to include conservation 
and regeneration suggestions and proposals to grow palawa community engagement, cultural practice and 
knowledge reclamation and sharing opportunities within the surrounding muwinina landscape.



The tunapri makuminya Project was created by young trawlwoolway and plengarmairenner palawa scientist 
Jamie Graham-Blair throughout the challenging year of 2020.

It provides an understanding of the Country on which our College was built. The land of the muwinina people.



Cool fire burning
Cool fire burning and regeneration of native species is now part of the yearly cycle.

Student are deeply involved in this process as are members of the Tasmanian Aboriginal community.



Kindergarten Bush Program
Started 2021 with the support of Bridget Jenkins, Mark Smith, Jamie Graham-Blair, Trent Prouse and Sandra 

Mazengarb.



Connecting to 
Country

Once a week the students visit the 

bush and freely engage with the 

environment, collecting and 

sorting natural materials, 

exploring, discovering, building 

cubbies and climbing trees. They 

are developing knowledge of and 

respect for the environment, 

awareness of sustainability and 

important dispositions for 

learning such as curiosity, 

wonder, risk taking and 

resilience.



Connecting to 
Country

At the beginning of every session, 
we tune into the bush 
environment with our senses and 
acknowledge the traditional 
custodians of our land the 
muwinina people in our own 
words. By spending time walking 
on Country, building huts, 
searching for native foods and 
animals and hearing traditional 
stories of creation, these sessions 
offer much in the way of 
normalizing and caring for 
Country and learning about 
palawa culture.



Bush 
Connections K-2

Through the lens of palawa
perspectives Bush Kinder 
powerfully introduces the young 
students to Country in a 
connective and playful way. Bush 
safety, deep listening and fun 
coalesce in these sessions where 
the groundwork to true 
community allyship, justice and 
reconciliation is laid down.

This bush connection has 
followed the students as the 
inaugural Kindergarten class 
progress through the years and 
new student enter the program.



Developing Deep Engagement and Connection



Pedagogy and practice.



Naming Ceremony for our Water Carrier layna lumi
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